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1: Introduction

Appendix 1.1: College and Program Information

Full Legal Name of Organization:
Conestoga College Institute of Technology and Advanced Learning

Operating Name of Organization:
Conestoga College Institute of Technology and Advanced Learning

Common Acronym of Organization (if applicable): Conestoga

URL for Organization Homepage (if applicable): www.conestogac.on.ca

Proposed Degree Nomenclature:
Bachelor of Child Education and Program Development

Location (specific address) where program is to be delivered:
Doon Campus
299 Doon Valley Drive, Kitchener, ON N2G 4M4

Contact Information:

Michelle Gnutzman, Degree Programs Administrator
Academic Administration

299 Doon Valley Drive, Kitchener, ON N2G 4M4
Telephone: 519-748-5220 ext 2344

Fax: 519-748-3505

E-mail: mgnutzman@-conestogac.on.ca

Person Responsible for the Submission :

Goranka Vukelich, Chair, Child Development and Education Studies

Site Visit Coordinator (if site visit is required and if different from above):

Anticipated Start Date: September 2012

Anticipated Enrolment for the first 4 years of the program (including bridging):
Year1 =72

Year 2 =106
Year 3= 119
Year 4 =168
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Appendix 1.3 Executive Summary

Proposed Credential Nomenclature
Bachelor of Child Education and Program Development

Anticipated Program Start Date
September 2012

Program Description

The Bachelor of Child Education and Program Development is a four-year co-op degree program that
will provide students with an understanding of enhanced education in early learning and care, and
program development in the human services disciplines. Degree-prepared professionals will be
poised for progressive careers such as pedagogical consultant, program specialist, curriculum
coordinator, and social research analyst in multidisciplinary communities of practice that support
children, and families in our community.

A need for intentional practitioners with exceptional interdisciplinary communication and collaboration
skills that mentor and provide leadership has been established in people-centred professions. With a
focus on preparing such professionals, the degree program will offer students opportunities to develop
strong critical thinking and professional communication skills, within a framework of professional
reflection, that will enable them to work successfully in an inter-professional team providing direction
and leadership. Program design, implementation and evaluation will be considered within a framework
of research informed practice, population focus, social inclusion and engaged citizenship.

The development of this proposed degree is congruent with the recommendations set forth by the
Childcare Human Resource Sector Council (2006) and the special advisor to the Premier regarding
the implementation of early learning in Ontario (2009) recommending an inter-professional work force
with enhanced professional decision making skills that draws on, and contributes to evidence based
professional education practices that will develop and sustain a dynamic workforce.

Our environmental scan indicates that while there are no other post-secondary programs identical to
the proposed Bachelor of Child Education and Program Development, there are several degrees that
share some similarities. Currently, one college is offering a Bachelor of Applied Arts in Child
Development and a second Bachelor of Applied Arts degree in Early Childhood Leadership developed
through a partnership between Fanshawe, George Brown and Sheridan has recently been launched.
Our environmental scan also indicates that both of these programs fill up quickly and place a
significant number of applicants on the wait list.

Several Ontario universities offering related degrees can be grouped into two categories. The first
category offers degrees in Child Studies, Child, Youth and Family Studies, and Interdisciplinary Social
Sciences. These degrees concentrate on theoretical information with a focus on therapeutic
intervention and treatment. The second category offers degrees that share a similarity in early
education content, however differ in the learning experience offered to students. Unlike the proposed
degree, these programs offer limited professional engagement opportunities, do not consistently
emphasize course integration, and do not include a required co-op experience.

While the proposed degree program has been designed to meet the professional credential of
Registered ECE currently awarded by the College of Early Childhood Educators through the
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completion of the two-year ECE diploma program, it offers additional enhanced knowledge and
experiences valued by the professional community, recommended by policy, and sought by college
graduates through extended education in other degree programs. Anecdotal and survey evidence
collected to date indicates that past graduates from our Human Service programs (Early Childhood
Education, Recreation and Leisure Services) have pursued degree education and the majority of our
current students plan to pursue a degree in the near future. It is anticipated that diploma holders from
human and community services programs such as Early Childhood Education, and Developmental
Services Worker will be interested in enhancing their career opportunities by taking this degree
program.

The proposed program reflects the School of Health and Life Sciences and Community Services
mission to provide intentional, impactful, integrative and interprofessional learning experiences. It has
been designed to provide authentic experiential learning opportunities which highlight the inextricable
links between theory and research. Graduates will develop a comprehensive understanding of the
interprofessional dimensions of working collaboratively in multidisciplinary teams as reflective
professionals who will contribute to their community of practice through participatory social research
with children, youth, and communities.

The curriculum has been designed within a conceptual framework of professional engagement
informed by multiple perspectives, situated and integrative learning. A multiple perspectives approach
involves exposing the students to a variety of theoretical and practical perspectives and lenses to
review, discuss, and evaluate research, theory and practice. Students will be challenged to consider
many viewpoints as they develop and deepen critical thinking skills, and professional decision-making
which reflect the plurality of lived experiences. Situated learning offers authentic learning opportunities
groundedl iwordkrée aex per i ences woven dghtouglout éhe pragram.t Fnaly,
integrative learning allows for horizontal integration between courses and disciplines, as well as
vertical integration between experiences that are thoughtfully and intentionally placed throughout the
program.

Professional engagement learning will be intentionally woven throughout the program by means of a
course, central within each semester, that anchors learning experiences to support scaffolding,
deepen understandingandbr i ng t he conceptual framework to

that connect classroom learning with community experiences, professional engagement courses will
involve students in their future profession in real and meaningful ways. Through reflections of their
professions and of themselves, each professional engagement course will offer students occasion to
create professional learning portfolios that document their development of becoming the professionals
they desire to be, and sharpen the course of their research assignments, and eventual employment
directions.

Breadth courses provide students with a balance of liberal arts and sciences at introductory and
advanced levels of study. Conestoga offers a significant menu of breadth electives that are primarily
delivered by the School of Liberal Studies. Students may choose courses such as Essentials of
Canadian History, Post Modernism, Desire in Literature, and Science, Technology & Society. Students
may also opt to take a course from another of the degree programs, provided the course is deemed
appropriate as breadth.

Students participate in a co-op placement between their third and fourth years of study, an opportunity
that provides them with relevant paid experience in the field. Conestogad s -op and Career Services
provide resources to assist the students in finding and securing work term placement, including the
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delivery of a career development course. Co-op and Career Services build upon existing employer
relations and the excellent reputation that the co-op students have, to develop placements for the
Child Education and Program Development students.

Conestoga has over 300 articulation agreements with 28 institutions worldwide. For example,
graduates of the two year Early Childhood Education diploma may continue their studies at Davenport
University, Nipissing University, or Wilfrid Laurier University i Brantford. Athabasca University offers
opportunities for a Bachelor of Professional Arts (Human Services), Griffith University (Bachelor of Arts
- Education), Ryerson (Bachelor of Arts - Early Childhood Education), University of Guelph (Honours
Bachelor of Applied Science - Child, Youth and Family), and University of Windsor offers a Bachelor of
Social Work or Bachelor of Arts.

It is fundamentally important, to both the College and to the future graduates of the program, that the
credential be recognized as a foundation for further study at the post-graduate level. A number of
further education opportunities have been identified for graduates of this degree program. Ryerson
offers a unique MA in Early Childhood Studies for students who are interested in a program with a
focus on integrating diversity into early childhood studies. University of Guelph has Master of Science
studies in the field of Family Relations and Human Development allowing students to engage in
research and applied training in areas of child & adolescent development and parent-child, family
relationships, and a number of universities have education programs that would be of interest to our
graduates.

The proposed Child Education and Program degree program at Conestoga has been reviewed by
representatives from academic institutions and from the field. Letters of support have been received

and are on file. Excerpts from these letters follow:

Martha Friendly, Executive Director, Childcare Resource and Research Unit

fiSuch a degree would not only be an i mpor
but would be in the vanguard of new developments in post-secondary training as provincial
ECEC policy changes and new kinds of resp

Dr Colleen Willard-Holt, Dean, Faculty of Education, Wilfrid Laurier University
iféthe emphasis that Conestoga Col hitgigteractiorss,
program leadership, research and professional engagement will ensure that their graduates
will be among the best qualified to accept the challenges of early childhood education.

The Faculty of Education at Wilfrid Laurier is very interested in collaborating with
Conestoga College by examining ways to cross-train elementary and early childhood
educators. Several initiatives are already in the discussion phase, and we fully anticipate

tant a S

onsi bil

pl acin

that a more formal relationship between the two organiz at i ons wi | | ensue. 0

Eduarda Sousa, Executive Director, Association of Early Childhood Educators
Ontario (AECEO)

iwe believe the graduates of this program wil| k

education and program leadership fields. This is a sound idea and there is a strong need
for this program in the regiono

Wendy Goulden, Consultant, Waterloo Region District School Board

AiThis program wil/ highlight the importan
integration of responsibilities across a variety of sectors. Itis my belief that this degree
program offers unique opportunities for students and will build upon the essential skills and
assets required of professionals within t
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Dr Rachel Langford, Director, School of Early Childhood Education, Ryerson University

AfRyersonds School of Early Childhood Educati on
program will possess a unique skill set with the diversity of complex course offerings in the
areas of child education, development, social and community development, social action
and program | eadership, research and professi one
Christine Hempl e, Family Support Supervisor, Far
Waterloo Region
fi | n pdasthvee have offered placements to Conestoga College students and it would be my
intention to explore the possibility of co-op positions in the future. Additionally, as graduates
of the program become available, we would be receptive to considering these individuals for
our workforce. 0
Nancy Dickieson, Director, Region of Waterl oo, (
fiMany of our frontline staff positions and al/l
education and as the program degree graduates become available we see the possibility to
hire these individuals. 0

The establishment of the Bachelor of Child Education and Program Development program will

contribute to enrolment growth at Conestoga College. The intent is to admit 36 students each year to

the program beginning in 2012. While Conestoga College has a strong 2-year ECE diploma program

in place and experienced faculty is available, additional faculty hires will be necessary beginning in the

fall of 2012.

Conestoga Overview

From our humble early beginnings as a community college in 1967, Conestoga has risen to become

one of Canada's premier polytechnic institutes. We offer advanced applied education, and research

leading to the commercialization of innovation in southwestern Ontario. For nine of the last eleven

years independent research has named Conestoga as the number one publicly funded college in

Ontario.

Conestoga is one of six colleges in Ontario that ha\v

and Advanced Lear ni ng 0erdcggnizechfer ouwidy@abhic apprdsdeh toveducation,
our consistent application of high quality standards, our responsiveness to education and training
needs, and our capacity to deliver programs that are consistently well received. Being an ITAL, we
have committed to seven initiatives:

1. To offer a broad range of programs from Academic Upgrading to Degrees and Graduate
Certificates

2. To maintain a high level of enrolment. Our enrolment levels have increased approx. 10% per year
over the past few years

3. We are the third largest College in Ontario in terms of Apprenticeship activity, and soon hope to be
the second largest.

4. We have successfully launched a number of degrees, and we have graduates in the workplace or
in further study. All of our degrees have been targeted to known occupational and professional needs.
5. We have established an Office of Applied Research, to support our education initiatives, and to
contribute to the research needs of the local companies and organizations.

6. In terms of accessibility, we have developed a number of education pathways, to allow for student
career choices and development.

Bachelor @hild Education and Program Development 8
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7. Last, we adhere to all provincial quality standards and guidelines (CVS, MTCU, and PEQAB).

Since 2002, Conestoga College has been approved by PEQAB and MTCU to offer nine Bachelor
degree programs in areas of study such as Health Informatics, Community and Criminal Justice,
Mechanical Systems Engineering, Architecture i Project and Facility Management, Accounting, and
Public Relations. Our experience with offering a number of degrees at the current time has allowed us
to develop well thought out procedures and approaches to degree level education. Through
concerted efforts to design, develop, and delivery degrees, we have provided resources, capacity and
support. We have concentrated on Bachelor Degrees that meet specific needs of students,
employers, professional associations, and the community.

Our graduates find employment in the area of their career or in closely related fields. Our graduate job
placement rate is an amazing 94.2% six months after graduation .Most degree grads move into their
career choice right after graduation; many find jobs during co-op terms.

The proposed degree i s ¢ on $nte thanmpion imnovation ahdhegcellénoe
in the development and delivery of education and training; to serve responsibly the diverse and ever-
changing needs of the community; and to inspire students to strive toward their highest potential.
Conestoga Coll egeds strategic plan states that t he
excellence by using information technology, partnerships, and Bachelor degree programs to develop
curriculum that meets the needs of employers for well-educated, technically competent and highly
skilled graduates.

Currently approximately 8,000 full-time and 38,000 registered part-time students attend Conestoga.
Approximately 3,000 students take programs within the School of Health & Life Sciences and
Community Services; 350 are studying in Early Childhood Education (ECE).

The Early Childhood Education Program employs highly educated and experienced full and part time
faculty members, many of whom hold professional designations and/or Masters Degrees. Two
members of the program are currently working on attaining their PhDs. Conestoga has one of the
highest proportions of FT to PT faculty in Ontario. This has been a deliberate strategy on our part, to
hire full time faculty wherever possible, with the highest levels of qualifications and experience. Many
of our faculty members have taught in other post-secondary institutions, and all have extensive
professional and industry experience and qualifications.

Since 2002, Conestoga has enjoyed a 98.6% faculty retention rate and 100% of the faculty hired with
a PhD has remained. The College will capitalize on this dedicated faculty and will add a complement
of new faculty in conjunction with the addition of the Child Education and Program Development
degree program.

Conestoga is growing to meet the educational needs of the expanding population of Waterloo Region.
This much needed degree in Child Education and Program Development will be well received by the
community and fill a need that has been identified both in terms of the early childhood field and student
interest. Conestoga is confident that the college can successfully deliver and sustain the proposed
program.

Bachelor @hild Education and Program Development 9
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Appendix 1.4: Program Abstract

The Bachelor of Child Education and Program Development is a four-year co-op degree program
that will provide students with an understanding of enhanced education in early learning and care,
and program development in the human services. Degree-prepared professionals will be poised
for progressive careers such as pedagogical consultant, program specialist, and curriculum
coordinator, in multidisciplinary communities of practice that support children, and families in our
community.

There is a need for intentional practitioners with exceptional interdisciplinary communication and
collaboration skills to mentor and provide leadership in people-centred practice. With a focus on
preparing reflective professionals, the program will offer students opportunities to develop strong
critical thinking and professional communication skills that will enable them to work successfully
in an inter-professional team. Program design, implementation and evaluation will be considered
within a framework of research informed practice, population focus, and social inclusion.

Professional engagement learning will be intentionally woven throughout the program to facilitate
the links between theory and practice and fully engage students into their future profession. A Co-
op placement between third and fourth year will provide further opportunity for students to
develop their professional skills.

While the proposed program will offer the professional credential of Registered ECE currently
awarded through completion of the two-year ECE diploma, it offers additional enhanced
knowledge and experiences valued by the profession, recommended by policy, and sought by our
own graduates through extended education in other degree programs. It is anticipated that
diploma holders from our own multidisciplinary human and community services programs such as
Early Childhood Education, and Recreation and Leisure Services will be interested in enhancing
their career opportunities by taking this degree program.

The planned development of this degree is congruent with the recommendations set forth by the
Childcare Human Resource Sector Council (2006) and the special advisor to the Premier
regarding the implementation of early learning in Ontario (2009). The program is based on

consultation with experts in the field and in academia, faculty members, Conestogabs

Committee, curriculum consultants, and independent research.

This unique Child Education and Program Development degree program is in the vanguard of
new developments in post-secondary training in the early childhood field. The concept of
combining the study of social and community interactions, program leadership, research and
professional engagement will help ensure that graduates will be qualified to accept the challenges
of early childhood education. To the best of our knowledge, the Bachelor of Child Education and
Program Development fills a need for both community and student.
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2: Program Degree-Level Standard

Appendix 2.1: Degree Level Summary

The College developed this degree program in consultation with students, professionals and
academic partners. A Program Development Advisory Committee (PDAC) made up of
professionals from the field and academic partners was formed to offer guidance and support in
the development of the proposed degree. The College consulted with the PDAC for review and
validation of the desired capabilities of future graduates who will make up the workforce related to
this degree. These consultations led to the development of a conceptual framework, program
themes, and program outcomes that have been strategically translated into a program curriculum
framework that includes course outcomes, possible resources and evaluation suggestions. The
partnerships that developed between the College and members of PDAC during this process will
be utilized to further develop and refine the program.

Graduates of the Bachelor of Child Education and Program Development will acquire the broad
capabilities required for professional careers in early learning, child education, program
development, and social policy. The curriculum has been designed within a conceptual
framework of professional engagement informed by multiple perspectives, situated and
integrative learning. A multiple perspectives approach involves exposing the students to a variety
of theoretical and practical perspectives, and lenses to review, discuss, and evaluate research,
theory and practice. Students will be challenged to consider many viewpoints as they develop
and deepen critical thinking skills, and professional decision-making which reflect the plurality of
lived experiences . Situated | earning offers authentic | earnin
experiences that are strategically woven throughout the program. Finally, integrative learning
allows for horizontal integration between courses and disciplines, as well as vertical integration
between experiences that are thoughtfully and intentionally placed throughout the program.

Professional engagement learning will be intentionally woven throughout the program by means

of a course, central within each semester, that anchors learning experiences to support
scaffolding, deepen understanding and bring the conc
wor k6 experiences that connect classroom |l earning w
engagement courses will involve students in their future profession in real and meaningful ways.

Through reflections of their professions and of themselves, each professional engagement course

will offer students occasion to create professional learning portfolios that document their

development of becoming the professionals they desire to be, and sharpen the course of their

research assignments, and eventual employment directions.

The Child Education and Program Development degree has been designed to graduate
professionals with a deep knowledge and critical understanding of the theories and practices that
influence the field, an exceptional awareness and application of the conceptual and
methodological techniques used in research and enquiry based learning, and a keen ability to
engage in professional communication in developing, analyzing and defending ideas. With a view
to graduating reflective professionals who have a capacity for autonomous decision making, the
degree offers students numerous opportunities to deepen and apply their knowledge and skills
within complex interprofessional contexts through professional engagement with community
partners and community agencies. In addition, the degree is designed to convey an appreciation
of the vast scope of information in the field of child education, the changing nature of that
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information, and an awareness of the limits of knowledge accumulated through the degree
process.

Depth and Breadth of Knowledge

Through a unique professional engagement learning model, students consider the breadth and
depth of knowledge associated with child education and program development from multiple
perspectives. Courses in Human Growth and Development: The Early Years; Human Growth
and Development: The Later Years; and Population and Developmental Health are presented
from a variety of theoretical and practical perspectives supporting studentséo
understandings of key concepts, current advances, and theoretical approaches and assumptions.
These courses are intentionally woven through the program to expose students to
interdisciplinary perspectives that deepen understandings and connection with child education
and program development through evaluative strategies and critical thinking. Social policy and
the positioning of child education is considered within a framework of research informed practice,
population focus, and social inclusion.

Students will be challenged through courses in Diversity and Social Inclusion in Program
Development; Integrative Learning and Curriculum Design; Professional Engagement I; and
Professional Engagement Il to gather, review and interpret information in order to assess, create,
and demonstrate curriculum experiences. Courses in Professional Engagement V; Social Action
and Program Leadership; and Social Policy and Engaged Citizenship will offer opportunity to
extend and deepen discipline specific theory and research, by reviewing and discussing research,
theory and practice from intersecting and related disciplines. Various research methods will be
explored in Understanding Research; Applied Statistics; and Professional Research Internship as
students gain knowledge and experience in gathering, reviewing, and interpreting research data
to formulate and defend an argument.

Courses in History and Philosophy in Learning and Education; Contemporary Perspectives in
Early Learning and Community Practice; Reconceptualizing Educational Theory and Practice;
and Professional Identity in the Socio-Political Context offer students opportunity to critically
analyze views of children, family and child education, and how these views shape and influence
social and political discourse and inter-professional community practice. Students will connect
research from various disciplines as they review, discuss, and critically compare the merits of
multiple competing perspectives.

Knowledge and understanding will be acquired through multiple modes such as lectures, tutorials,
group discussions, guest speakers and professional engagement with community partners and
agencies. Knowledge and understanding will be analyzed, applied, synthesized and deepened
through reflective professional engagement learning that is intentionally woven throughout the
program. Central within each semester, professional engagement anchors learning experiences
to support scaffolding, deepen understanding and multiple perspective taking. Made up of
experiences that connect theory and practice in real and meaningful ways, professional
engagement offers students occasion to build professional learning portfolios that sharpen the
course of their research assignments, and document their development of becoming the
professionals they desire to be through reflections of their professions and of themselves.

All of the courses are designed to build upon previous learning, and demand increasing academic
rigor. Senior level courses require students to perform extensive research in the development of
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significant term projects as they consider merits of alternate hypothesis. Students learn to
perform detailed analyses based on research, and to synthesize information through informative
and reflective means.

General education, or liberal studies, is critical in the development of an individual who is

conscious of the diversity, complexity and richness of the human experience and results in a

citizen who contributes positively to the society in which they live and work. In addition, general
education strengthens a studentds generic skills,
communication, in the context of an exploration of topics that are outside of the main discipline of

study.

Conestoga has a significant number of liberal arts, humanities, social science, business, science,
and technology courses offered as Noncore program-required courses and/or as Student T
selected Breadth Electives. Examples include:

e French Language and Culture | and Il

e Science, Technology & Society

e Essentials of Canadian History

¢ Organizational Behaviour

e Desire in Literature

The Noncore courses cover a wide range of subject areas including history, sociology, sciences
and languages and increase in complexity and depth of knowledge between introductory and
advanced levels of study. Conestoga has been continually adding to the pool of courses
available over the last seven years. A breadth of choice is assured in order to meet the individual
needs of the students as Noncore required or elective study. These courses provide the student
with a comprehensive understanding of the world in which they live and an opportunity for
personal growth and awareness.

Students in the Child Education and Program Development program will take a total of thirteen
Noncore courses of which six are designated as electives. Of these Noncore courses, students
will be required to take three at an advanced level of study (Conestoga requires all students to
take a minimum of two advanced breadth courses). Breadth courses being offered within this
degree program have been assessed by previous PEQAB quality assessment panels to be at the
baccalaureate degree level. The complete Breadth Plan was submitted within the Bachelor of
Design degree proposal and is also available within the BAHS (Health Informatics Management)
renewal.

Conceptual & Methodological Awareness/Research and Scholarship

The program of study and methods of assessment in the proposed Child Education and Program
Development degree ensure that students develop an understanding of the methods of enquiry
and critical thinking appropriate for the profession.

The program is designed to offer students significant opportunities to evaluate the
appropriateness of different approaches to solving problems, and to devise and sustain
arguments using well established ideas and techniques. Courses in Designing Responsive
Curriculum in the Early Years, and Diversity and Social Inclusion in Program Development
challenge students to construct knowledge and skills to design, implement and evaluate
population focused programs that support social inclusion. Courses in Reconceptualizing
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Education Theory in Practice, and Social Policy and Engaged Citizenship revisit theories of
program design through a lens of current research and critical analysis, offering opportunity for
academic argument, professional debate, and development of original hypothesis and advanced
scholarship. These outcomes are supported by courses in Research Design, Professional
Research Internship, and Professional Engagement.

Students develop and apply progressive research skills utilizing current tools including the
internet and traditional tools such as professional journals and textbooks. Research is required
for the completion of assignments, papers, case studies, projects and the final project. Students
are required to consider different approaches and to evaluate the effectiveness of a given
approach to a particular problem or subject area. Research results are to be presented in written,
graphic and verbal formats with critical review given. The final project, in particular, will develop
the studentsdé abil ity t dorigivatresearcapglae. a cl ear ,

Communication Skills

Both written and verbal communication skills are important for success in the field of child
education and program development. All courses have some form of written requirement (reports,
essays, papers, etc.) and oral requirement (presentations, debates). The size and complexity of
these requirements increases with each year of the program as students are challenged to
describe, interpret, and synthesize their ideas through professional means. Courses in Human
Growth and Development: The Early Years and Human Growth and Development: The Later
Years challenge students to accurately analyze theories of development and represent their
interpretations of these theories through professional writing. Courses in Social Policy and
Engaged Citizenship and Professional Identity, and the Socio-political Context confront students
with competing ideas that require debate and argument through the use of professional and
academic standards.

The Bachelor of Child Education and Program Development degree incorporates significant
group work throughout. Courses in Professional Engagement and Group Dynamics offer
students communication skills and knowledge to be effective members of a team, both as leaders
and as contributors. Students gain an appreciation for the inter-professional and collaborative
approaches to problem solving, and through self reflection contribute in their areas of strength
and seek out help in their areas of weakness. Students refine their interpersonal skills through
interaction with peers, faculty and professional community, and through courses in Professional
Engagement, learn to tailor their level of communication to an intended audience that may or
may not be within the discipline.

There will be a balance of individual and group work to ensure that all students develop
appropriate problem-solving skills.

Application of Knowledge

Students begin to develop research and writing skills early in the program. Individual and group
projects in many courses require the application of various types of research and the synthesis of
the researched material in the evaluation of qualitative and quantitative information. Through oral
presentations students are challenged to present arguments or problems, discuss alternative
solutions, recommend final solutions, and defend findings by responding to questions. In
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addition, students are actively engaged in the oral presentations of their peers by applying their
knowledge to question the work of others. .

Courses offered in the program present students with significant opportunity to review, present,
and critically evaluate information. With a view to considering child education and program
development within the complexities of family and community diversity, social policy, and
engaged citizenship, courses in Examining Social Problems in Canadian Society, and Social
Action and Program Leadership challenge students to apply program development frameworks
through critical evaluation of theories and research.

Designing, evaluating, and reflecting on responsive education opportunities for children, and
designing, evaluating and reflecting on responsive programs in the community are essential
components of the program. Courses in Designing Responsive Curriculum in the Early Years and
Integrative Learning and Curriculum Design offer opportunity to develop lines of argument by
applying observation and investigative techniques to assess learning conditions and community
situations; considering options; determining ideas and plan; implementing ideas; and evaluating
results through reflection and feedback.

Professional Engagement courses situate students in communities of practice.  These
experiences provide students with unique opportunities to relate theory with practice as they
undertake critical evaluation of concepts and ideas in proposing relevant solutions. Courses in
Understanding Research and Professional Research Internship offer a range of opportunities to
utilize research techniques to critically evaluate and investigate assumptions, propose a solution,
solve a problem, or answer a particular question.

In the co-op work term students apply the knowledge and skills learned in the classroom within an
actual paid setting. Building on the numerous professional engagement experiences that
introduced them to the professional community, the co-op work term offers students an
appreciation for the complexity of the paid work place.

Professional Capacity and Autonomy

In addition to including a broad range of capabilities required for success in child education and
program development, the proposed degree is designed to develop strong generic employability
skills. Transferable skills and qualities necessary for further study, employment and community
involvement have been threaded throughout the courses in the Bachelor of Child Education and
Program Development degree. Academic integrity, social responsibility, and professional
engagement is emphasized throughout the four year program.

Students will graduate with capabilities including:

e Written skills, enhanced through written assignments and projects, and culminating in the
fourth year project.

e Excellent verbal interpersonal communication and negotiation skills honed through
presentations, group projects and interaction with professionals. Further professional-
level development will occur in the field through professional engagement courses.

e Critical thinking and problem solving skills addressed in breadth electives, in professional
engagement, and in liberal studies.
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e Teamwork skills developed throughout the program as students engage in group
projects.

e Managing complex situation and working with inter-professional teams.

e Researching, interpreting, synthesizing and evaluating material is developed throughout
the program.

e Time management and project management skills, developed through assignments and
group projects.

e Appreciation of sustainability and environmental issues are conveyed across the entire
curriculum.

The student 6s professi onal reiofargeé chrough Prafessionala ut on o my
Engagement courses and co-op placement with children, families and colleagues, as well as

early childhood educators, kindergarten teachers, government representatives, and early

learning and care leaders.

Awareness of Limits of Their Knowledge

The Bachelor of Child Education and Program Development program is designed to convey an
appreciation of the vast scope of information in the field and the changing nature of this
information. New evidence constantly emerges, community needs and structures evolve, and
policy changes are introduced that can have a profound influence on child education and program
development processes.

The program is framed by a conceptual framework that introduces students to, and challenges
them to consider multiple theoretical perspectives as a lens to understanding social policy and
determining promising professional practices that shape educational and community programs.
Courses such as Contemporary Perspectives in Early Learning and Community Practice and
Reconceptualizing Educational Theory in Practice are two courses among many that detail trends
and changes. Students develop independent learning skills to allow them to keep abreast of
these changes and be able to identify their limits as a result.

Working in education and program development is heavily dependent upon inter-professional
practice and cooperation. Students will be fully aware of their limits with respect to knowledge
and experience and will learn how to collaborate and cooperate with other professions in the
practice of quality experiences for children, families, and communities.

There will be a progression of academic rigueur and independence throughout the Bachelor of
Child Education and Program Development program with the expectation that students will enter
the early learning and education field with the capacity and the desire for further professional
growth and development. Throughout the program, students will be introduced to professional
development opportunities and associations. The importance of further studies, life-long
learning and taking responsibility for personal and professional growth and development will be
emphasized.
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3: Admission, Promotion, and Graduation Standard

Appendix 3.1.: Admission Requirements for Direct Entry

The Bachelor of Child Education and Program Development Admission, Promotion and Graduation
requirements are consistent with the postsecondary character of degree-granting organizations, are

appropriate to the learning outcome goalsof t h e

program, and meet the

in the Handbook for Ontario Colleges.

All Policies and Procedures relating to Admissions, Transfer Credit, Promotion, and Graduation are

included

in the

e Iswhmitted im aniearliefsébmissios.i es o f i | e

Admissions Requirements for Direct Entry

Academic

e Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD), or equivalent, OR 19 years of
age or older.

e A minimum of six (6) Grade 12 courses at the U or M level, one of which must
be a 4U level English.

e A minimum overall average of 65%, with a 70% in 4U level English is
required

e |tis recommended that one of the six courses include U or M level math.

Note: Academic strength is calculated by averaging all required Grade 12 marks
(or equivalent).

Applicants who have successfully completed the Pre-Human Services degree-
track program at Conestoga are eligible to apply.

Applicants with previous post-secondary education will be assessed on an
individual basis in accordance with College and PEQAB guidelines and policies
for advanced standing.

Related work/
volunteer
experience

Other
Requirements
(e.g. portfolio,
specialized
testing,
interview,
G.R.E,, etc.)

Vulnerable Sector Police Check; First Aid/CPR Certification; and Immunization
Requirements are required.

Language Requirements:

If your first language is not English and you have not studied in an English-
language school system for the most recent 3 years prior to studies at Conestoga,
you must provide one of the following minimum tests and scores or equivalent:

1. The International English Language Testing System (IELTS): 6.5 with no
band less than 6.0.

2. Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL): 580 (paper based) or 237
(computer based), TWE: 4.5 and TSE: 50.

We offer a language program for students whose English language skills are
below the standard required for admission but all other admission criteria have
been met. You will be eligible for admission to the degree program after
completing the English Language Studies program. Your placement in that
program is determined by scores on an in-house English language test or TOEFL
or IELTS.
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Appendix 3.2: Admission Policies and Procedures for Mature
Students

All Policies and Procedures relating to Admissions, Transfer Credit, Promotion, and Graduation are
included in the electronic fAPolicieso file submitted

Conestoga notes and follows the benchmark established by PEQAB (Submission Guidelines for
Ontario Colleges, Page 11):

iMat ure studentso have de eyoivalent to those df Omtacicatdgh mi ¢ abi | it
school graduates, verified by successful completion of courses at the postsecondary level or an
entrance examination. (AMature studentso are applic

Secondary School Diploma [OSSD] or its equivalent, who are at least 19 years of age on or
before the commencement of the program in which they
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Appendix 3.3: Promotion and Graduation Requirements

All Policies and Procedures relating to Admissions, Transfer Credit, Promotion, and Graduation are

included in the electronic fAiPolicieso file submitted
Bachelor of Child Education and Program Level of Achievement

Development - Program Requirements Promotion Graduation

Non-Core Courses C (60%)

Core Courses C (60%)

Co-op placement Pass

Professional Engagement Courses | - VIII C (60%)

Overall achievement 65% (2.5 GPA) 65% (2.5 GPA)

Promotion and graduation requirements are consistent with the learning outcome goals of the
program and the degree-level standard, and include:

1. appropriate policies governing academic remediation, sanctions, and suspension for students
who do not meet minimum achievement requirements (see Baccalaureate Degree Promotion
and Graduation Policy following);

2. agrading system that is easily understandable, meaningful and convertible to students, other
postsecondary institutions, and potential employers, whether expressed as letter grades,
percentages or grade points;

3. minimum average acceptable achievement for each individual course (across all course
disciplines, including the breadth and discipline-related requirements) for progression in the
program not lower than the level typically designated by 60%.

4. minimum average acceptable achievement in the Professional Engagement Courses | -VIII,
60%

5. minimum overall achievement for clear progression of each semester in the program and
graduation from the program i.e. no probation, 65% (2.5 GPA)

6. regardless of the grading scheme used (letter grade, grade point average, and/or
percentage), and as appropriate to the introductory, medial, or terminal stages of the
program, acceptable performance corresponds to student work that demonstrates the degree
level standard, i.e.:

A knowledge and/or critical understanding of :

. the principal assumptions, methods and applications of the discipline/field of practice,
. the main fields within the discipline and the dis
other disciplines;

A an ability to:

A interpret and to critically evaluate new material relevant to the discipline/field of practice;

A devise and sustain arguments, and/or to solve practice-related problems using the
methods of the discipline/field of practice;

A review, present, and critically evaluate scholarly and professional reviews and primary
sources, data, arguments, assumptions, and abstract concepts;

A frame appropriate questions to solve a research question or professional problem;

A communicate clearly;

A an appreciation of the uncertainty, ambiguity and limits of the students knowledge and/or of
knowledge itself, and how this might influence analyses and interpretations based on that
knowledge.
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Appendix 3.4: Advanced Standing Requirements

All Policies and Procedures relating to Admissions, Transfer Credit, Promotion, and Graduation are
included in the electronic fAPolicieso file submitted

Conestoga will allow the following diploma programs to transfer credits toward this degree
program in accordance with Co n e s t policyand procedures:

Graduates of Ontario Co | | etwoeyéas Early Childhood Education diploma programs may
be considered for Advanced Standing into the 3rd Year of the Bachelor of Child Education and
Program Development program providing they have:

1. aminimum GPA of 3.0 (70%),

2. current Vulnerable Sector Police Record Checks,

3. First Aid/CPR Certification,

4. Immunization Requirements, and

5. Successfully completed the course Professional Engagement IV (a Year 2 Semester 2,

Winter course) 150 hours. See details below.

And provided there is space in the program.

ECE Diploma Graduate Degree Completion Arrangement:

A gap analysis (see Appendix 4.13 Degree Completion Gap Analysis) determined the need for
the following course to be completed by the ECE diploma graduates prior to entry into the degree
program. The course is:

Professional Engagement IV (a Year 2 Semester 2, Winter course) 150 hours A minimum of
60% must be attained in this course in order to be considered for Advanced Standing into the 3"
Year of the Bachelor of Child Education and Program Development program. Contact the
Program Coordinator for program details and registration information.

Additional Requirement:
The gap analysis also determined the need for the following courses to be taken in addition to the
regular program design during Years 3 and 4:

Principles of Ethical Reasoning (LIBS 7190) and
Three (3) other degree-level Breadth Elective courses

These Breadth Electives may be taken at Conestoga or another recognized postsecondary
institution, provided the courses are recognized to be at degree-level of study. Many Continuing
Education courses are not eligible. For confirmation of eligibility, please contact the Program
Chair or Coordinator.

(The course description for Principles of Ethical Reasoning is included in Appendix 4.5 Course
Descriptions- Noncore and the course outline can be found in Appendix 4.9 Noncore Course
Outlines.)
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SSW Diploma Graduate Degree Completion Arrangement:

Graduat es of Outwbo gearSociaCSelvices Werkes diploma programs may be
considered for Advanced Standing into the 2nd Year of the Bachelor of Child Education and
Program Development program providing they have:

1. aminimum GPA of 3.0 (70%),

2. current Vulnerable Sector Police Record Checks,

3. First Aid/CPR Certification, and

4. Immunization Requirements,

And provided there is space in the program.

Additional Requirement:

A gap analysis (see Appendix 4.13 Degree Completion Gap Analysis) determined the need for
the following courses to be taken in addition to the regular program design during Years 2, 3 and
4:

Two (2) degree-level Breadth Elective courses

These Breadth Electives may be taken at Conestoga or another recognized postsecondary
institution, provided the courses are recognized to be at degree-level of study. Many Continuing
Education courses are not eligible. For confirmation of eligibility, please contact the Program
Chair or Coordinator.

Social Sciences (Psychology, Sociology) Degree Completion Arrangement:

Applicants who have successfully completed two years of degree study in the Social Sciences
(Psychology, Sociology) at a recognized accredited college or university may be considered for
Advanced Standing into the 2™ Year of the Bachelor of Child Education and Program
Development program (provided there is space in the program).

Gap analyses for other similar college programs will be completed as needed and the record of
this analysis will be kept as reference and continuity.

Graduates of other four year degree programs may be eligible for course exemptions or credit for
prior learning (PLA) and will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis.
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4: Program Content Standard

The proposed degree program offers students an educational experience that balances theory and
practice and focuses on both breadth and depth of knowledge associated with child education and
program development. Throughout the program, courses in Diversity and Social Inclusion in Program
Development; Integrative Learning and Curriculum Design offer students opportunities to review,
discuss, and critique theories while strategically placed professional engagement courses will
connect students with community organizations where they will have opportunities to make sense of
those theories through practice and reflection. Courses in Social Action and Program Leadership;
and Social Policy and Engaged Citizenship offer opportunity to extend and deepen discipline specific
theory and research, by reviewing and discussing research, theory and practice from intersecting and
related disciplines.

The group of individuals that offered advice through the development of the Child Education and
Program Development degree was made up of a combination of individuals external to Conestoga.
These individuals included experts from the field of child education and program development,
University academics, and potential employers of our graduates. Collectively, this group formed our
Program Development Advisory Committee and contributed to the development of a curriculum that
reflects current research and direction of child education and program development.

Following a rigorous process that included advice from the Program Development Advisory
Committee, contributions from community partners, students, graduates, and review of relevant
documents and trends in the field, a list of graduate capabilities and future employment opportunities
was generated. The results of this process contributed to the development of a program description,
program learning outcomes, and program themes that are woven throughout the curriculum.
Additional research regarding trends in education and program development contributed to identifying
a conceptual framework that would inform the creation of courses, course descriptions, and course
learning outcomes that would enable graduates to meet or exceed the program learning outcomes of
graduates from other similar programs.

Courses offered in the proposed program of study provide students with increasingly complex theory

and appropriate, relevant application opportunities. Courses in Human Growth and Development:

The Early Years; Human Growth and Development: The Later Years; and Population and

Developmental Health are presented from a variety of theoretical and practical perspectives

supporting studentsd cr i tepts adrrentiadvdnees,sanddheadeticalgs of key
approaches and assumptions. These courses are intentionally woven through the program to expose

students to interdisciplinary perspectives that deepen understandings and connection with child

education and program development through evaluative strategies and critical thinking. Social policy

and the positioning of child education is considered within a framework of research informed practice,

population focus, and social inclusion.

With a view to strengthening critical thinking, quantitative reasoning, and written and oral
communication skills, the program is in alignment with college degree breadth policies. A number of
non-core courses and breadth electives are offered at both introductory and advanced levels in
disciplines outside the core field of study.
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Appendix 4.2: Professional Accreditation

Currently, there exists one registration process related to the Bachelor of Child Education and

Program Development degree for those who wish to pursue career opportunities that require the

designation of Registered Early Childhood Education (RECE). The Bachelor of Child Education and

Program Developmentdegreehas been strategically designed to faci
with the College of Early Childhood Educat or s, a s A IBtier@EsGppart from the College of

Early Childhood Educators can be found in Appendix 8 Regulation and Accreditation.

The College of Early Childhood Educators (CECE) is a professional self-regulatory organization for
early childhood educators formed to protect the public interest and focused on quality and standards
in the practice of early childhood education. This means that the practice of early childhood education
will be regulated by the College in accordance with the Early Childhood Educators Act, 2007, and the
regulations and by-laws made under that Act.

To become a member of the College, applicants must meet the College6é ntry requirements, which
include a diploma from a program in early childhood education offered by an Ontario College of
Applied Arts and Technology (OCAAT); or a Recognition of Equivalency Certificate or a Letter of
Equivalency Certificate from the Association of Early Childhood Educators Ontario (AECEO) or
Association francophone a I@&ducation des services a l@nfance de l@ntario (AFESEO) issued prior to
February 23, 2014; or be a graduate of an approved program as set out by the College; or hold a
license or Certificate of Registration issued by the College; or posses equivalent international
credential ; or possess a Canadian diplomas or degrees approved by the College.

For more information about the College of Early Childhood Educators, or to download and
application, visit:

) COLLEGE OF
OCoc EARLY CHILDHOOD

Trust. Care. And professicnal standards. EDUCATORS

http://www.collegeofece.on.ca/
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http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/html/statutes/english/elaws_statutes_07e07_e.htm
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Appendix 4.2.1: Letters of Support

Letters of Support, recognizing the program and its credential in terms of employment and future
opportunities, were scanned and are submitted on the following pages:

Wilfrid Laurier University i Faculty of Education
Ryerson University i Faculty of Community Services
Waterloo Region District School Board
Affiliated Services for Child and Youth
Familyand Chil drendéds Services of the Water!]l
Region of Waterl oo Childrends Servic
Childcare Resource and Research Unit
K-W Habilitation Services i Preschool Outreach
United Way of Cambridge and North Dumfries
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Wilfrid Laurier
University

Colleen Willard-Holt, Ph.D.
Dean, Faculty of Education

Dr. John Tibbits, President

Conestoga College—Institute of Technology and Advanced Learning
299 Doon Valley Drive

Kitchener, ON N2G 4M4

Dear Dr. Tibbits:

We at Wilfrid Laurier University understand that Conestoga College is proposing a four-
year Bachelor of Child Education and Program Development degree. In light of the Early
Learning Initiative being phased in by the Ministry of Education, it will be critical to
prepare a large number of highly qualified personnel with expertise in child development
and education, as well as the design and development of first-class programs for young
children. In addition, the emphasis that Conestoga College is placing on social and
community interactions, program leadership, research and professional engagement will
ensure that their graduates will be among the best qualified to accept the challenges of
early childhood education.

The Faculty of Education at Wilfrid Laurier University is very interested in collaborating
with Conestoga College by examining ways to cross-train elementary and early
childhood educators. Several initiatives are already in the discussion phase, and we fully
anticipate that a more formal relationship between the two organizations will ensue.

We are in support of the proposal for the four-year degree in Child Education and
Program Development at Conestoga College, and look forward to a continuing
relationship with the College.

For more information on the Faculty of Education at Wilfrid Laurier University, please
visit our website at http://www.wlu.ca/education . If you have further questions of me,
please contact me through email at cwh@wlu.ca, or by phone at 519-884-0710 ext. 2212.

Sincerely,

Cobtoens Wittt st

Colleen Willard-Holt, Ph.D.
Dean, Faculty of Education

Waterloo, Ontario, Canada N2L 3C5 Telephone: (519) 884-0710 ext. 2212 Fax: (519) 884-8697 Email: ewh@wlu.ca
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RYERSON UNIVERSITY

SCHOOL OF EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
FACULTY OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

June 2, 2010

Dr. John Tibbits, President

Conestoga College — Institute of Technology & Advanced Learning
299 Doon Valley Drive

Kitchener, ON N2G 4M4

Dear Dr. Tibbits:

The School of Early Childhood Education at Ryerson University understands that the College is
applying to offer a four year Bachelor of Child Education and Program Development degree

program.

Ryerson’s School of Early Childhood Education feels that the graduates of the proposed
program will possess a unique skill set with the diversity of complex course offerings in the
areas of child education, development, social and community development, social action and
program leadership, research and professional engagement. We believe the graduates of this
program will be a valuable addition in today’s child education and program leadership fields.
This is a sound idea and there is a strong need for this program in the region.

The School of Early Childhood Education is willing to help Conestoga College by providing
assistance in reviewing the appropriate portion of the curriculum to ensure the relevance and
practicality of the program.

In closing, Ryerson’s School of Early Childhood Education looks forward to a continued
relationship with Conestoga College.

For more information on our School, please visit our website at www.ryerson.ca/ece.. |
personally may be reached at rlangfor@ryerson.ca and at 416 979-5000 in Toronto.

Yours truly,

[t angppl

Rachel Langford PhD

Director
School of Early Childhood Education

Faculty of Community Services
Ryerson University

350 Victoria Street, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M5B 2K3
Tel: 416 979-5306 Fax: 416 979-5239 TDD/TTY: 416 979-5138 www.ryerson.ca
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May 30, 2010.

Dr. John Tibbits, President

Conestoga College — Institute of Technology & Advanced Learning
299 Doon Valley Drive

Kitchener, ON N2G 4M4

Dear Dr. Tibbits:

I am a Learning Services Consultant with Waterloo Region District School Board, where one of my areas of
responsibility includes supporting teachers, students, and families in topics related to Early Learning and
Kindergarten. I have participated in an advisory capacity for the Bachelor of Child Education and Program
Development degree program. [ am aware that Conestoga College is in the process of applying to offer this four
year degree program to potential students.

I would like to express my support for this program. One area of strength this program could offer is the
opportunity to apply knowledge about children to private or public sector roles. Further, this program will
highlight the importance of reflective practice, professional learning and integration of responsibilities across a
variety of sectors. It is my belief that this degree program offers unique opportunities for students and will build
upon the essential skills and assets required of professionals within the various fields that support children. I
believe this program will provide future employers with graduates that are equipped to deal with the demands,
responsibilities and visions for the future. Currently, I have not seen such a program offered within our region.

I would be honoured to support Conestoga College by providing assistance in developing, reviewing and
possibly implementing the appropriate portion of the curriculum. Not only would this ensure relevance to the
practicaility of the program, but it might also offer a unique lens through which to develop and sustain the
program and support potential graduates.

I am a strong believer in providing students with practical applications of their developing skills and knowledge
and would be willing to advocate for potential placements and/or co-op positions within our school board.
Additionally, as graduates of the program become available, we would be receptive to placing these individuals
in our workforce, should there be opportunities. Ilook forward to a continued relationship with Conestoga
College and have been delighted to come together in support of this program.

Sincerely,

Wendy Goulden

Consultant, Learning Services
Waterloo Region District School Board
51 Ardelt Avenue

Kitchener, Ontario

wendy goulden@wrdsb.on.ca

(519) 570-0003 x4239

. Caring *® Connectz'ng

ming
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ASEY

Affiliated Services for
Children and Youth

May 20, 2010.

Dr. John Tibbits, President

Conestoga College — Institute of Technology
& Advanced Learning

299 Doon Valley Drive

KITCHENER ON N2G 4M4

Dear Dr. Tibbits:

Affiliated Services for Children and Youth (ASCY) understands that the College is applying
to offer a four-year Bachelor of Child Education and Program Developmcnt (legree
program.

ASCY feels that the g‘raduates of the proposed program will possess a unique skill set with
the diversity of complex course offerings in the areas of child education, development,
social and community development, social action and program leadership, research and
professional engagement. We believe the g'ra(luates of this program will be a valuable
addition to today’s child education and program leadership fields. This is a sound idea and
there is a strong need for this program in the region.

ASCY is willing to l'nelp Conestoga College by provicling assistance in reviewing the
appropriate portion of the curriculum to ensure the relevance and practicality of the
program.

In the past, we have offered co-op positions to Conestoga College students and it would be
our intention to do so in the future. Additionally, as graduates of the program become
available, we would be receptive to placing these individuals in our workforce.

In closing, ASCY looks forward to a continued relationship with Conestoga College.
For more information on ASCY, please visit our website at www.ascy.ca. I, personally,

may be reached at wstfrancois@ascy.ca or by telephone at 905-574-6876 extension 223

in Hamilton.

Sincerely,

Wanda St-Francois, Executive Director

Affiliated Services for Children
and Youth (ASCY)

526 Upper Paradise Rd. Unit A Hamilton, Ontario L9C 5E3 P/ 905 574 6876 F/ 905 574 8843 www.ascy.ca

Hamilton

Best Star't

Bachelor éhild Education and Program Development 28
Conestoga ITAL



family and children's services
of the waterloo region

Incorporated as the Children's Aid Society of the Regional Municipality of Waterloo
Serving the Community since 1894

Dr. John Tibbits, President

Conestoga College i Institute of Technology & Advanced Learning
299 Doon Valley Drive

Kitchener, ON N2G 4M4

Dear Dr. Tibbits:

| understand that the College is applying to offer a four year Bachelor of Child Education and
Program Development degree program.

As the supervisor of the Preschool Sewnigepatheg Program at

Waterloo Region, | feel that the graduates of the proposed program will possess a unique skill set in
the areas of child education, development, social and community development, social action and
program leadership, research and professional engagement. | believe the graduates of this program

wi || be a valuable addition in todaydéds child educati

need for individuals with these diverse skill sets to support children, families and communities within
our region.

As a representative of Family and Childrends S
providing assistance in reviewing the appropriate portion of the curriculum to ensure the relevance
and practicality of the program.

In the past, we have offered placements to Conestoga College students and it would be my intention
to explore the possibility of co-op positions in the future. Additionally, as graduates of the program
become available, we would be receptive to considering these individuals for our workforce.

I n closing, Family and Childrends Services |l oo
College.

For more information on Family and Childrenods
www.facswaterloo.org. | personally may be reached at Christine.hemple @facswaterloo.org or at
519-576-1329 X 3135 in Kitchener, Ontario.

Yours truly,

Christine Hemple

RECE, RT, M.Ed.

Family Support Supervisor

Alison Scott, Executive Director

HEAD OFFICE BRANCH OFFICE BRANCH OFFICE

200 Ardelt Ave., Kitchener, Ontario N2C 2L9 300 Ardelt Ave., 168 Hespeler Rd. Phone
(519) 576-0540 Kitchener, Ont N2C 2L9 Cambridge, Ont N1R 6V7
Direct Line (519) 576-1329 Phone (519) 576-0540 Phone (519) 623-6970
Fax (519) 570-0160 Administration Direct Line (519) 576-1329  Direct Line (519) 623-6538
(519) 576-4709 Client Service Fax (519) 576-4709 Fax (519) 622-5174

(519) 576-0213 Legal Service CHIL DRE [~
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SOCIAL SERVICES
Child Care

PO. Box 1612
99 Regina Street South

) Waterloo ON Canada N2J 4G6
Region of Waterloo Telephone: {519) 883-2188

Fax: (519) 883-8102

May 31%, 2010

Dr. John Tibbits, President

Conestoga College — Institute of Technology & Advanced Learning
299 Doon Valley Drive

Kitchener, ON N2G 4M4

Dear Dr. Tibbits:

The Region of Waterloo Children’s Services Division is pleased to support the College's
application to offer a four year Bachelor of Child Education and Program Development degree
program. We have been actively participating for the past several months on the Program
Advisory Committee for the degree and are excited about the opportunities that it will offer to the
early learning and child care community.

The graduates of the proposed degree will possess a unique, complex skill set not currently
available in our community, in the areas of child education, social policy and community
development, and program leadership, research and professional engagement. Given the
changes occurring in our early learning and care system, there is a strong need for a program
such as this in Waterloo region.

Currently, the Region of Waterloo hires a number of students for summer employment and we
see the potential to offer co-op opportunities to Conestoga College students in a variety of
positions with in the Social Services Department and the Children’s Service Division. Many of our
front line staff positions and all of our supervisory positions require advanced education and as
the program degree graduates become available we see the possibility to hire these individuals.

We will continue to be available to help Conestoga College by providing assistance in reviewing
the appropriate portion of the curricutum to ensure the relevance and practicality of the program.

In closing, the Region of Waterloo Children’s Services Division looks forward to our continued
working relationship with Conestoga College.

For more information on the Region, please visit our website at: www.region.waterloc.on.ca. |
personally may be reached at ndickieson@regionofwaterloo.ca or 5§19-883-2177 in Waterloo.

Yours truly,

e

Nancy Dickieson, Director
Region of Waterloo, Children’'s Services
ND/kt

c: Michae! Schuster, Commissioner, Region of Waterloo, Sacial Services
Goranka Vukelich, Chair, Chitd Development and Education Studies
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June 10, 2010

Dr. John Tibbits, President

Conestoga College — Institute of Technology & Advanced Learning
299 Doon Valley Drive

Kitchener, ON N2G 4M4

Dear Dr. Tibbits:

I am writing to support Conestoga College’s application for a four year Bachelor of Child
Education and Program Development degree program. Such a degree would not only be an
important asset in the early childhood field in Ontario but would be in the vanguard of new
developments in post-secondary training as provincial ECEC policy changes and new kinds of
responsibilities and requirements emerge.

For almost thirty years, the Childcare Resource and Research Unit has been part of the Canadian
social policy field, focusing on early childhood education and care and family policy; in addition,
I 'teach in the MA program in Child Studies at Ryerson, where I hold an Adjunct position. In these
roles, I have had the opportunity to study best practices in early childhood education and care as
well as being well acquainted with researchers, policy makers and service providers across
Canada. Based on the description of the proposed course offerings at Conestoga, I believe that
graduates of the program would possess a unique skill set in child education, development, social
and community development, social action and program leadership, research and professional
engagement. Overall, I believe the graduates of this program will be a valuable addition in
today’s child education and program leadership fields. This is a sound idea and there is a strong
need for this program in the Kitchener-Waterloo region.

Although the Childcare Resource and Research Unit has not had the opportunity to offer co-op
positions to Conestoga College students, we would be most interested in considering this in the
future. Ihope that this application for a new four year program is considered favourably and look
forward to a continued relationship with Conestoga College in the future.

For more information on the Childcare Resource and Research Unit, please visit our website at

www.childcarecanada.org. I may be reached at mfriendly@childcarecanada.org or at 416 926
9264.

Yours truly,

St 5Ny

Martha Friendly
Executive Director
Childcare Resource and Research Unit
225 Brunswick Avenue, Toronto Ontario Canada M5S 2M6
Telephone (416) 926-9264
Web www.childcarecanada.org
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Ew K-W Habilitation Services — Preschool QOutreach

115 University Avenue East, Waterloo, Ontario N2J 2W1 « Phone (519) 884-8080 » Fax (519)
B884-8609

May 14, 2010

Dr. John Tibbits, President

Caonestoga College — Institute of Technology & Advanced Learning
299 Doon Valley Drive

Kitchener, ON N2G 4M4

Dear Dr. Tibbits:

K-W Habilitation Services (Preschool Outreach) understands that the College is
applying to offer a four year Bachelor of Child Education and Program Development
degree program.

K-W Habilitation Services feels that the graduates of the proposed program will
possess a unique skill set with the diversity of complex course offerings in the areas
of child education, development, social and community development, social action
and program leadership, research and professional engagement. We believe the
graduates of this program will be a valuable addition in today’s child education and
program leadership fields. This is a sound idea and there is a strong need for this
program in the region.

K-W Habilitation Services is willing to help Conestoga College by providing
assistance in reviewing the appropriate portion of the curriculum to ensure the
relevance and practicality of the program.

In the past, we have offered co-op positions to Conestoga College students and it
would be our intention to do so in the future. Additionally, as graduates of the
program become available, we would be receptive to placing these individuals in our
workforce.

In closing, K-W Habilitation Services looks forward to a continued relationship with
Conestoga College.

For more information on K-W Habilitation Services, please visit our website at
www_kwhab.ca. | personally may be reached at barnold@kwhab.ca at 519 884 8080,
extension 227 in Waterloo.

Yours truly,

Barbara Arnold
Manager, Preschool Outreach
K-W Habilitation Services

Bachelor @hild Education and Program Development
Conestoga ITAL
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