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Dear Rafael Goldchain: 
 
Banff Photography continues to have immediate openings for photography students and graduates.  
 
I have attached one document for your review, and I would be grateful if you could post it in your 
employment resource centre.  
 
If you have any further questions; or if you would like to discuss how Banff Photography could be a 
continuing source of employment for your students, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Douglas G. Otto 
President 
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Date: Tue, 06 Mar 2007 19:36:58 -0500 
From: Howard Simkins <hsimkins@sympatico.ca> 
Subject: Fwd: We're hiring... 
To: Kristy Finley <kristy.finley@sheridanc.on.ca>, 
 Rafael Goldchain <rafael.goldchain@sheridanc.on.ca>, 
 Tigani Doug <doug.tigani@sheridanc.on.ca> 
Original-recipient: rfc822;rafael.goldchain@sheridanc.on.ca 
FYI 
 
Begin forwarded message: 
 
From: Jones House <imaging@joneshouse.ca> 
Date: March 6, 2007 5:26:24 PM EST (CA) 
To: Simkins Howard <howard.simkins@sheridanc.on.ca> 

Cc: Carson Jones <carson@joneshouse.ca> 

Subject: We're hiring... 
 
Hi Howard, 
 
Thought I would drop you a line to let you know that we're hiring - if you know of any young talent out 
there that you think might fit the bill please let me know.  Details regarding the position are available on 
our website.... 
 
http://www.joneshouse.ca/JH_Careers.html 
 
 
Carson Jones 
Senior Imaging Specialist 
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Digital and PC Technician 
School of Fine Art and Music, College of Arts (University of Guelph) 
 
The School of Fine Art and Music is seeking a qualified technician/graphic designer to oversee the 
maintenance of the PC Computer lab and to provide technical assistance with Adobe software programs 
to the undergraduate and graduate students. Some assistance is required for faculty and visiting artists. 
The incumbent will be responsible for the maintenance of existing facilities and equipment as well as for 
researching upgrades and new purchases, while maintaining an inventory and encoding media for various 
applications. 
The successful candidate will be responsible for providing workshops from beginner to advanced level on 
equipment and software to students and faculty. 
Create and design a wide range of printed and promotional materials to a professional and commercial 
standard. Maintain and keep efficient file-servers and ensuring that the digital graphics courses content 
and source-files remain organized, safely backup and constantly updated. 
 
Duties also include researching digital imaging technology and trends and recommending upgrades to the 
Director, sourcing and pricing new equipment. In collaboration with the area coordinator, the incumbent 
will assist with the managing of the lab fee for supplies and equipment budgets for the computer lab area. 
 
REQUIREMENTS of the position include: 
Minimum two years post secondary education plus several years' related experience or an equivalent 
combination of education and experience. Advanced knowledge of all Adobe software including - 
Illustrator CS3, Photoshop CS3, InDesign CS3, Acrobat, Audition, Encore Design Suite CS3, 
Dreamweaver, Flash, Director. MS Office products, including PowerPoint etc. The incumbent should also 
be able to manage and print from a large format Hewlett Packard printer Design Jet 5500 P.S. UV, 
understand prepress requirements, CMYK conversions and be able to work for high resolution output on 
film and various paper & vinyl stocks etc. 
The successful candidate should possess strong interpersonal skills, work confidently under pressure and 
possess good problem-solving skills. 
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Photography and Media Arts Technician (Grade 9) 

Competition Number:  RART0047NEP 

Faculty, Service, School: Faculty of Arts  

Unit: Visual Arts  

Job Reports To:  Coordinator, Teachning Systems and Laboratories 

Job Description (French only)  

Salary 

Minimum Standard Maximum 

$42,471  $53,089  $58,398  

Job Summary  

Provides support required by students and professors using the Department’s traditional and digital photography and 
media arts laboratories; acts as a resource person to students and professors using the equipment. Is responsible for 
maintenance, installation and monitoring of the darkroom, digital photography and media arts equipment and laboratories. 
As required, distributes specialized equipment to students. Assesses needs for space, equipment and software applications; 
as required, makes recommendations. Manages the traditional and digital photography and media arts budget. Is 
responsible for the application of occupational health and safety standards in the laboratories. Trains and directs students. 

Essential Qualifications 

• In-depth knowledge of computing and electronics normally acquired through postsecondary education or an equivalent 
experience  

• In-depth knowledge of Mac OS X, PC Windows and Linux environments  

• In-depth knowledge of software normally used in media arts such as PureData or Max/MSP, Final Cut Pro, Arduino IDE  

• Excellent knowledge of media arts productions and equipment  

• Some knowledge or awareness of contemporary artistic practices in the media arts  

• A reasonable knowledge of analogue media and equipment, traditional darkroom procedures, and digital photography  

• Experience in managing training workshops and explaining concepts to groups of person, experience in customer service  

• Experience in troubleshooting traditional and digital media arts and photography equipment, as well as experience in 
updating multimedia software  

• Autonomy, initiative and organizational skills  

• Interpersonal relations and communication skills  

• Bilingualism (oral and written)  
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Job Number: 
4161581 

 Title: Photographer (Digital Assistant) (NOC: 5221) 

 Terms of Employment: Permanent, Full Time, On Call, Weekend 

 Salary: To be negotiated 

 Anticipated Start Date: As soon as possible  

 Location: Ottawa Centre, Ontario (1 vacancy)  

 Skill Requirements: 

  Education: Completion of college/CEGEP/vocational or technical training 
Credentials (certificates, licences, memberships, courses, etc.): Not applicable 
Experience: Experience an asset 
Languages: Speak English, Read English 
Area of Training Specialization: Photographic arts 
Work Setting: Photographic studio 
Type of Photographic Experience: General, Architectural, Commercial or press, 
Fashion, Industrial, Portraiture, Wedding 
Type of Photographic Techniques: Black and white, Colour, Computer graphic 
imaging, Digital photo imaging, Photo restoration 
Specific Skills: Develop and print photographs, Mount and frame photographs 
Work Samples: Portfolio 
Work Conditions and Physical Capabilites: Fast-paced environment, Attention to 
detail, Ability to distinguish between colours 
Essential Skills: Reading text, Oral communication, Working with others, Problem 
solving, Decision making, Critical thinking, Job task planning and organizing, Significant 
use of memory, Computer use, Continuous learning 
Other Information: No phone calls. Do not e-mail photos. This position requires 
extreme organizational skills, aptitude and confidence in dealing with the public.  

 Employer: Couvrette Photography 

 How to Apply: 

 Please apply for this job only in the manner specified by the employer. Failure to do so may 
result in your application not being properly considered for the position.  

  By E-mail: digitalstudio@sympatico.ca 
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Scope of programs within the Ontario College and University system 
 
Currently there are six colleges offering photography programs within the Ontario College system. Six of 
these programs are Ontario College Diploma programs and three are Ontario College Graduate Certificate 
programs. 
 

Table Ten:  The Range of Program Offerings within the Ontario College System (Photography) 
 

CREDENTIAL COLLEGE MTCU CODE: PROGRAM TITLE 
Algonquin #51831 Photography 
Fanshawe #51831 Photography 
Georgian #51830 Digital Photography and 

Imaging 
Humber #51831 Creative Photography 
Seneca  #51830 Independent Digital 

Photography 

Ontario College Diploma 

Sheridan #51831 Applied Photography 
Algonquin #71831 Advanced Photography 
Fanshawe #71831 Advanced Photography 

Ontario College Graduate 
Certificate 

Humber #71831 Advanced Photography 
(Source: Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities) 

 
Currently within the Canadian University system, seven institutions offer a degree program. Five are 
within the Province of Ontario. 
 

Table Eleven:  Relevant Four Year Degree Programs within the Canadian University System 
 
Province Institution Program 
ON University of Guelph/Humber Honors Bachelor of Applied Arts  in Media 

Studies – Creative Photography 
ON Ontario College of Art and Design Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree with a major 

in Photography 
ON Ryerson University Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree with a major 

in Photography 
ON York University Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree 

(Photography) 
ON University of Ottawa Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree 

(Photography) 
(Source:  Association of Canadian Colleges and Universities) 

 
 
Potential Applicants 
 
Potential applicants to this program include: 

• Graduates from high school (in 2007, 157 of the applicants to the Applied Photography Diploma 
would have qualified for the proposed BAA in Photography). 

• Graduates from Sheridan’s Photography diploma program or other diploma program, who want 
to transfer. 

 
Results from our survey of first and second year students, as well as alumni from the program reveal that 
the majority of students who said that they would “very likely” transfer into this program were from the 
first year cohort. 
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Student Interest 
 
Primary Research 
The primary research used in demonstrating student interest for this proposed program includes the 
following: 
a. A survey of Sheridan’s first year photography students  
b. A survey of Sheridan’s second year photography students  
c. A survey of Sheridan alumni (photography students)  
 
Results: 

1. Q.” Based on this information (program description) how interested would you have been in  
applying to this program if it had been available when you first came to Sheridan?” (1st Year 
N=74, 2nd Year N=50, Graduate N=29). 
 
Table Twelve:  Overall Interest in the Proposed Photography Degree Program: 

 
Status Very Interested Somewhat 

Interested 
Uncertain Not Interested 

First Year Student 57% 28% 6% 8% 
Second Year 
Student 

58% 27% 7% 8% 

Graduate 59% 24% 7% 10% 
 

• When students and graduates were initially asked their level of interest in applying to this 
proposed program, close to 60% said that they were “very interested”. 

 
• When combined as an overall interest category (very interested + somewhat interested), more 

than 80% of all respondents expressed an “interest” in the proposed program. 
 
After providing the survey respondents with a profile of the program that included an estimated tuition, 
the respondents were then asked what their first choice would have been when they first applied to 
Sheridan for photography. 
 

• While the majority (more than 70%) of the second year students and graduates of the program 
said that they would have chosen Sheridan’s proposed Photography degree program, only slightly 
more than half of the first year students made this choice (Figure Four). 
 

2. Q. If you had the following options when you first applied to Sheridan (Sheridan’s Photography 
Diploma, Sheridan’s proposed Photography degree or another program), which would have been 
your first choice?” (1st Year N:74, 2nd Year N: 50, Graduate N:29) 
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Figure Four:  Sheridan Photography Student and Graduate Responses to the survey question “if you had 
the following options when you first applied to Sheridan, what would have been your first choice?” 
 

 
 

Students were then asked what the likelihood would be of them applying to this program if there was an 
opportunity to transfer their credits from their current program. Both first and second year students 
expressed an interest in doing this (66% and 60% respectively). 
 
 
Table Thirteen: Students/Alumni Response to Question: “If we get approval for this degree, we will plan 
a bridging process for recent graduates of the diploma program. Based on this do you think that you are 
likely to apply to this proposed program? (1st Year N=74, 2nd Year N=50, Graduates N=29) 
 

Response: First Year Second Year Graduates 
“Very Likely” 26/74  16/50 3/29 

“Somewhat Likely” 23/74 14/50 9/29 
TOTAL: 49/74 

(66%) 
30/50 
(60%) 

12/29 
(41%) 

 
 
Secondary Research 
Indicators of student interest from secondary sources include: 
 
a. An analysis of the enrolment trends for Ryerson’s degree program. 
b. An analysis of the enrolment trends for all of the Photography Diploma programs in the Ontario 

College system. 
c. An analysis of the enrolment trends for Sheridan’s visual design programs including Animation, 

Illustration and Interior Design. 
 
Results: 
a. Analysis of the enrolment trends for Ryerson’s degree program in “Image Arts” 
 
Table Fourteen provides an overview of the total first year enrolment for Ryerson’s Image Arts programs 
which includes Film Studies, New Media and Photography Studies. In the absence of data that is specific 
to Photography Studies, interpretation of the data is limited. It is estimated that no more than fifty 
students each year major in photography. This is due to the department’s inability to support more 
students.  
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Table Fourteen: Enrolment Data for Ryerson’s Image Arts Degree Program 

 
2000/01 2001/02 2002/03 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 

150 149 151 167 160 196 155 
 

(Source:  Ryerson University Website) 
 
b. An analysis of the enrolment trends for all of the Photography Diploma programs in the Ontario 

College system 
 

Applicant/Enrolment Data for the Photography Diploma Program in the Ontario College System 
 

 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 
 APPS REG APPS REG APPS REG APPS REG APPS REG APPS REG APPS REG APPS REG 
Algonquin 532 55 545 63 616 65 557 92 483 76 470 70 527 81 563 71 
Fanshawe 750 62 777 67 831 64 720 66 613 61 451 68 488 95 225 87 
Humber 738 69 748 71 710 69 651 67 567 67 405 68 438 69 515 71 
La Cite 146 ND 147 ND 113 ND 118 ND 126 ND 103 ND 110 ND 134 42 
Sheridan 734 72 752 90 698 77 717 82 509 79 463 81 515 80 582 78 
Total 2900 258 2969 291 2968 275 2763 307 2298 283 1892 287 2078 325 2019 349 

Note: ND = No Data (No data was available on the OCAS website) 
 
An overall analysis of the data reveals that between 2000 and 2004 Fanshawe’s program attracted the 
largest share of applicants. Between 2005 and 2007 however, both Sheridan and Algonquin took the lead 
in attracting the majority of applicants while Fanshawe’s applicant numbers declined considerably. 
 

 
 

- 2005 was a watershed year for photography programs because of the digitization of the 
profession. The need to invest in digital technology may explain the drop in Fanshawe’s 
enrolment. 

- Fluctuations n numbers of applicants are not explained by existing data. Enrolment numbers have 
been governed by availability of space and resources. 
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c. An analysis of the enrolment trends for Sheridan’s visual design programs including Animation, 
Illustration and Interior Design 

 
Applicant/Enrolment Data for Sheridan’s Animation and Illustration Programs (Diploma turned Applied 
Bachelor of Arts Degree) 
 

 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 
 APPS REG APPS REG APPS REG APPS REG APPS REG APPS REG APPS REG APPS REG 
Animation 1513 79 1245 87 1249 84 1206 111 961 129 829 113 869 120 856 113 
Illustration 1174 103 1019 114 1131 114 1194 112 984 95 782 88 697 93 658 99 

 
Note:  In 2003 the Animation diploma program became the Bachelor of Applied Arts in Animation and in 
2004 the Illustration program became the Bachelor of Applied Arts in Illustration 
 

-  
 
Although the number of applicants to both programs has declined since it became a degree, much of this 
can be attributed to the fact that the standards of acceptance have increased and therefore, only those who 
can meet the pre-requisites for the program are applying. 
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15.  Non-Duplication of Programs 
 
15.1 Similar/Related College Programs 
 
Note: The college has on file and available upon request the research undertaken to complete Appendix 
15.1. 
 
Methodology: 
An analysis of college programs was conducted in the following manner: 
 
1. The courses offered in the Bachelor of Applied Arts (Photography) were divided into six main 

groups: 
• Technical skills 
• Conceptual  
• Visual Communication 
• Theory & History of Photography 
• Business & Entrepreneurial  
• Co-op work experience.  

 
2. The programs offered at other colleges were divided into two categories – 2/3 year Ontario College 

Diploma programs and1 year Ontario College Graduate Certificates. 
 
3. The courses in Bachelor of Applied Arts (Photography) were then compared to the courses offered in 

similar programs at other colleges.   
 
4. The result of the analysis follows. 
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1.  Institution: Georgian College 
Program Name & Credential:  Digital Photography and Imaging (MTCU 51830), Ontario College 
Diploma 
 
Program Description:  The Digital Photography and Imaging program at Georgian College teaches 
the latest in photography technologies and techniques. Enhancing your creative abilities, you learn how 
to take photos, manipulate images, output images and run your own business. 
 
Analysis of Similarities and Differences: 
 

• Technical skills – Similar basic skills. Advanced skills and specializations not offered. 

• Conceptual – Basic skills developed. Advanced skills not offered. 

• Visual Communication – Basic introduction. Advanced levels not offered. 

• Theory & History of Photography- Basic introduction focuses on technical developments and 
fine arts practices. 

• Business & Entrepreneurial – Basic skills offered.  Advanced skills (e.g. project management, 
leadership) not offered. 

• Co-op work experience – Not offered. 

 
Summary comments:  This program provides students with a basic introduction to the discipline of 
photography. It has a generalized focus but does not allow for in depth   exploration of specialized 
areas of photography (e.g. industrial, architecture, fashion, and product).  In addition, it does not appear 
to offer opportunities for learning in emerging fields of photographic practice such as video and 
interactive media. Furthermore, although students receive an introduction to photographic history, 
theory and conceptual development, the program does not offer this knowledge at an advanced level.   
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2.  Institution: Seneca College 
Program Name & Credential:  Independent Digital Photography (MTCU 51830), Ontario College 
Diploma 
 
Program Description:  This intensive 4 semester program is intended for applicants with a strong 
interest in photography and image creation. Successful applicants will have a basic knowledge of 
photography and must demonstrate an understanding of imaging fundamentals. They will build a strong 
portfolio of photographic and illustrated images for a wide range of practical business applications. 
Along with artistic and technical skills, students will learn business and entrepreneurial skills. Students 
will work primarily in the digital realm of photography and imaging. 
 
Analysis of Similarities and Differences: 
 

• Technical skills- Similar basic skills.  Advanced skills and specializations not offered. 

• Conceptual - basic skills developed, advanced skills not offered 

• Visual Communication- basic knowledge developed, advanced knowledge not offered 

• Theory & History of Photography- limited photographic history and no aesthetic theory offered 

• Business & Entrepreneurial - similar basic skills developed, advanced skills (e.g. project 
management, leadership) not offered 

• Co-op work experience -100 hours 

 
Summary comments:  This program provides students with a basic introduction to the discipline of 
photography. It has a generalized focus and only offers a limited exploration of specialized areas of 
photography including wedding, event, stock and print journalism.  In addition, it does not appear to 
offer opportunities for learning in emerging fields of photographic practice such as video and 
interactive media. Furthermore, although students receive an introduction to photographic history, 
theory and conceptual development, the program does not offer this knowledge at an advanced level.  
Students do have a co-op work experience, but it is significantly shorter than the proposed applied 
degree. 
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3.  Institution:  Algonquin College 
Program Name & Credential:  Photography (MTCU 51831), Ontario College Diploma 
 
Program Description:  This two-year diploma program is designed to train students to capture, create, 
and alter images demonstrating a professional level of craft and creativity in digital imaging. Digital 
knowledge and skills are integrated with the fundamentals of photography to emphasize the creation of 
images that communicate effectively, and meet the needs of a client. 
 
Analysis of Similarities and Differences: 
 

• Technical skills- similar basic and intermediate skills, advanced skills not offered 

• Conceptual - basic skills developed, advanced skills not offered 

• Visual Communication- basic knowledge developed, advanced knowledge not offered 

• Theory & History of Photography-Photographic theory focuses on technical applications.  
General history of photography similar, but does not go into specifics (e.g. advertising). 

• Business & Entrepreneurial –similar basic skills developed, advanced skills (e.g. project 
management, leadership) not offered 

• Co-op work experience -  40 hours 

 
Summary comments:  This program provides students with a basic introduction to the discipline of 
photography. It has a generalized focus but has limited exploration of specialized areas of photography 
including portraiture. In addition, it does not appear to offer opportunities for learning in emerging 
fields of photographic practice such as video. Furthermore, although students receive an introduction to 
photographic history, theory and conceptual development, the program does not offer this knowledge at 
an advanced level. Students do have a co-op work experience, but it is significantly shorter than the 
proposed applied degree. 
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4.  Institution: Fanshawe College 
Program Name & Credential: Photography (MTCU 51831), Ontario College Diploma 
 
Program Description:  The Photography program provides training for students in the professional 
aspects of the photography industry. Digital SLR instruction will prepare the student for work in 
photojournalism, architectural, advertising, product, industrial, public relations, portrait, wedding and 
group photography. Production work includes instruction in black and white, and colour using digital 
printing systems.  This program integrates the use of high-end laptops and digital imaging software in 
the curriculum. 
 
Analysis of Similarities and Differences: 
 

• Technical skills- similar basic and intermediate skills, advanced skills not offered 

• Conceptual - basic skills developed, advanced skills not offered 

• Visual Communication- basic knowledge developed, advanced knowledge not offered 

• Theory & History of Photography- Photographic theory focuses on technical applications.  
Basic introduction to the history of photography only. 

• Business & Entrepreneurial - similar basic skills developed, advanced skills (e.g. project 
management, leadership) not offered 

• Co-op work experience - two, 30 hour unpaid field placements 

 
Summary comments:  This program provides students with a basic introduction to the discipline of 
photography. It has a generalized focus but has limited introduction to specialized areas of 
photography. In addition, it does not appear to offer opportunities for learning in emerging fields of 
photographic practice such as video. Furthermore, although students receive an introduction to 
photographic history, theory and conceptual development, the program does not offer this knowledge at 
an advanced level. Students do have 2, unpaid field placements, that are significantly shorter than the 
proposed applied degree. 
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5.  Institution: Humber College 
Program Name & Credential:  Creative Photography (MTCU 51831), Ontario College Diploma 
 
Program Description:  Humber's in-depth program teaches the photographic technology, business, 
and theory required to successfully enter the professional field of photography. The curriculum focuses 
on imaging and capture techniques, creative and conceptual proficiency, and practical skills like 
lighting, colour and B&W output, and Photoshop. Students also study commercial studio techniques, 
portraiture, location photography and business practices. 
 
Analysis of Similarities and Differences: 
 

• Technical skills- similar basic and intermediate skills, advanced skills not offered 

• Conceptual - basic skills developed, advanced skills not offered 

• Visual Communication- no specific course offered in this area of study 

• Theory & History of Photography- Three courses offered in this area, covering basic levels of 
knowledge  

• Business & Entrepreneurial - similar basic skills developed, advanced skills (e.g. project 
management, leadership) not offered 

• Co-op work experience – 72 hours, paid or unpaid 

 
Summary comments:  This program provides students with a basic introduction to the discipline of 
photography. It has a generalized focus but has limited introduction to specialized areas of 
photography. In addition, it does not appear to offer opportunities for learning in emerging fields of 
photographic practice such as video and interactive media. Furthermore, although students receive an 
introduction to photographic history, theory and conceptual development, the program does not offer 
this knowledge at an advanced level. Students have a 72 hour co-op work experience. 
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6.  Institution: La Cite 
Program Name & Credential:  Science Technician – Photographic (MTCU 51831), Ontario College 
Diploma 
 
Program Description:  Ce programme permet aux étudiants d'acquérir les connaissances techniques 
au niveau de la prise de vue, c'est-à-dire l'éclairage, la position des objets ou des personnes à 
photographier, l'arrière-plan, l'effet désiré et tous les autres éléments essentiels composant la 
photographie. 
 
La formation étant axée sur la pratique, de nombreux exercices en laboratoire complètent les cours 
théoriques. Les étudiants y feront la finition de leurs clichés en pratiquant les techniques en chambre 
noire, le développement des négatifs et le tirage des photos. À l'aide d'équipements et de logiciels 
informatiques, ils apprendront aussi la manipulation des images. 
 
Analysis of Similarities and Differences: 
 

• Technical skills- similar basic and intermediate skills, advanced skills not offered 

• Conceptual - basic skills developed, advanced skills not offered 

• Visual Communication- basic knowledge developed, advanced knowledge not offered 

• Theory & History of Photography- Photographic theory focuses on technical applications.   

• Business & Entrepreneurial – focus on the development of verbal and written communication 
skills only. 

• Co-op work experience – not offered 

 
Summary statement:  This program provides students with a basic introduction to the discipline of 
photography. It does not appear to offer opportunities for learning in emerging fields of photographic 
practice such as video and interactive media. Furthermore, although students receive an introduction to 
photographic theory and conceptual development, the program does not offer this knowledge at an 
advanced level. 
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7.  Institution: Sheridan College 
Program Name & Credential:  Applied Photography (MTCU 51831), Ontario College Diploma 
 
Program Description:  Sheridan's Applied Photography Program offers a superb education in the 
conceptual and aesthetic aspects of photography combined with leading-edge technical and practical 
knowledge and skills. Students learn to meet the demands of major types of commercial photography 
while developing their imagination and creativity. Embrace the rapid changes of this field through 
Sheridan's professional faculty and courses in up-to-date cutting edge photographic production. 
Students benefit from Sheridan's state-of-the-art photographic gear, digital production labs, and studios. 
 
Analysis of Similarities and Differences: 
 

• Technical skills- similar basic and intermediate skills, advanced skills not offered 

• Conceptual - basic skills developed, advanced skills not offered 

• Visual Communication- basic knowledge developed, advanced knowledge not offered  

• Theory & History of Photography- Photographic theory focuses on technical applications.  
Basic introduction to the history of photography only. 

• Business & Entrepreneurial - similar basic skills developed, advanced skills (e.g. project 
management, leadership) not offered 

• Co-op work experience – 40 hours, paid or unpaid 

 
Summary statement:  This program provides students with a broad introduction to the discipline of 
photography. It has a generalized focus but introduces specialized areas of photography. The program 
offers a basic introduction to interactive media, but no advanced level studies, and no introduction to 
video. Furthermore, although students receive an introduction to photographic history, theory and 
conceptual development, the program does not offer this knowledge at an advanced level. Students 
have a 40 hour co-op work experience.  
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15.2 Similar/Related University Programs 
 
Methodology: 
 
An analysis of university programs was conducted in the following manner: 
 

1. The courses offered in the Bachelor of Applied Arts (Photography) were divided into six main 
groups. 
a. Technical skills 
b. Conceptual  
c. Visual Communication 
d. Theory & History of Photography 
e. Business & Entrepreneurial  
f. Co-op work experience.  

 
2. Programs offered at Ontario universities were reviewed, and the five programs deemed to be the 

most similar to the Bachelor of Applied Art (Photography) were selected. 
 

3. The courses in Bachelor of Applied Art (Photography) were then compared to the courses offered 
at the five universities. 

 
4. The results of the analysis are reported in terms of the availability of courses in the five main 

groups. 
 
Note: The college found that there are not more than (5) similar or related existing programs offered at 
Ontario universities that could have been listed.” 
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1.  Institution : Guelph-Humber University 
Program Name & Credential:  Bachelor of Applied Arts in Media Studies- Diploma in Digital 
Communications 
 
Program Description: The Media Studies programs at Guelph-Humber allow students to explore 
emerging trends in the media field and to study the historical, social, cultural and ethical dimensions of 
the field through exposure to courses that challenge them to think, read and write critically. Other 
courses aim to teach students how to work in a team environment to achieve a goal related to their 
specialization, such as the creation of a body of photographic work targeted at a specific market or 
segmentation. 
 
Students in the Image Arts stream are exposed to all aspects of digital and print photography leading to 
a diploma in Creative Photography. Students study the world of media with a particular focus on visual 
communication, photographic techniques, and photo-based art practices. An innovative photography 
lab is available for projects and experiential learning. 
 
Analysis of Similarities and Differences: 
 
• Technical skills, Conceptual, Visual Communication – Significantly fewer courses offered in this 

program in these areas as compared to the proposed program at Sheridan. In total students take 15 
studio courses, which is the approximate equivalent of 45 Sheridan credits. Sheridan’s proposed 
degree has a total 34 required studio courses, which is the equivalent of 105 credits (note: Portfolio 
Project, semester 8 is worth 6 credits).   

• Theory & History of Photography- overview of the history of photography is offered, but no 
specialized studies (e.g. history of advertising photography).  The theory of mass media and 
photography are offered. 

• Business & Entrepreneurial - not offered.  

• Co-op work experience – less, students must complete an 8 week internship in their final semester  

 
Summary comments: 
Graduates of this program receive a Bachelor of Applied Arts in Media Studies and Diploma in Digital 
Communications.  The focus of degree level work is in media studies, while the focus of the diploma 
level work is in photography.  The following table compares the two programs based the number of 
courses in different areas of study. 
 

% of program: Guelph- Humber Sheridan 
Media Studies 36% 0% 
Photographic Studies 46% 77% 
Breadth or Linked Breadth 18% 23% 
Work placement 8 weeks 14 weeks  
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2.  Institution:  Ontario College of Art and Design (OCAS) 
Program Name & Credential:  Bachelor of Fine Art (BFA) 
 
Program Description: 
At OCAD, Photography is approached as a fine-art medium within the context of contemporary art 
practices. Since its invention, photography has radically influenced the way people understand and 
experience the world. The curriculum for the OCAD photography program is designed to provide 
students with an understanding of photographic processes, history, theory and contemporary art issues. 
Through an intensive investigation of photographic tools and concepts students will be prepared to 
participate in the on-going development of photography as an artistic practice. 
 
Analysis of Similarities and Differences: 
 

• Technical skills, Conceptual, Visual Communication – Significantly fewer courses offered in this 
program in these areas as compared to the proposed program at Sheridan.   In total students can 
take up to a maximum of the equivalent of 54 Sheridan credits in studio courses (this includes 
required and elective courses).  Sheridan’s proposed degree has a total of 105 credits in required 
studio courses. 

• Theory & History of Photography- overview of the history of photography is offered, but no 
specialized studies (e.g. history of advertising photography).  The theory of photography is not 
offered. 

• Business & Entrepreneurial - offered through an elective course only.  Similar basic skills 
developed, advanced skills (e.g. project management, leadership) not offered.  

• Co-op work experience – not offered 

 
Summary comments: 
The program at OCAD focuses on photography as an aspect of fine art practice. This is evident in that 
all students in the Bachelor of Fine Arts program take a common first year of study. Furthermore, in the 
delivery of practicum courses the process relies on critique alone rather than a combination of guided 
process followed by critique as used in the proposed program at Sheridan. 
 
Students in the program take the equivalent of 36 Sheridan credits in required studio photography 
courses. They can take up to the equivalent of 18 Sheridan credits in studio electives over the 4 year 
degree, for a total of the equivalent of 54 Sheridan credits in studio courses. 
  
Students can take an elective course that has basic skill/knowledge development, however they are not 
able to take any co-op work experience. 
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3.  Institution:  Ryerson 
Program Name & Credential:  Bachelor of Fine Arts – Image Arts 
 
Program Description: Photography Studies provides a comprehensive academic framework for 
studies in both traditional and electronic photographic image making. Photography students acquire a 
rich awareness of visual, aesthetic, technological and cultural issues that apply to current photographic 
practice. 
 
Analysis of Similarities and Differences: 
 
• Technical skills, Conceptual, Visual Communication – Significantly fewer courses offered in this 

program in these areas as compared to the proposed program at Sheridan.   In total Ryerson’s 
program has the equivalent of 51 Sheridan credits in required studio courses.  Sheridan’s proposed 
degree has a total of 105 credits in required studio courses.  

• Theory & History of Photography- overview of the history of photography is offered, but no 
specialized studies (e.g. history of advertising photography).  The theory of photography is offered 
through an elective course only.   

• Business & Entrepreneurial – offered through an elective course only.  Similar basic skills 
developed, advanced skills (e.g. project management, leadership) not offered.  

• Co-op work experience – offered through an elective course only -  36 hours 

 
Summary Comments: 
Ryerson’s program offers a more general education in fine arts and media, giving students fewer 
courses to prepare them for the field of professional photography. For example, students can take a 
number of courses in the areas of photographic conservation and curatorial studies.  
 
Students take 10 core courses in photography, including courses in Photographic History and Theory. 
In total they have the equivalent of 51 Sheridan credits in required studio courses in comparison to the 
105 credits offered in Sheridan’s proposed program.   
 
Finally, courses in the areas of business and entrepreneurial skills are offered only as electives, as it a 
co-op work experience. 
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4.  Institution:  University of Ottawa 
Program Name & Credential: Bachelor of Fine Arts 
 
Program Description: 
The four-year Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) and the Major in Visual Arts are geared to original forms of 
expression associated with artistic production in the new millennium. While maintaining the traditional 
disciplines (drawing, painting, sculpture and photography), the Department also extends its teaching to 
new technologies (media arts). These programs are composed of practical (studio) and theoretical 
courses (in the History and Theory of Art) that encourage both creation and reflection on the Visual 
Arts. 

 
Analysis of Similarities and Differences: 
 
• Technical skills, Conceptual, Visual Communication, Theory & History of Photography – 

Significantly fewer courses offered in this program in these areas as compared to the proposed 
program at Sheridan. There are no required courses in photography, but photography students must 
have at least 12 credits in photography. 

• Business & Entrepreneurial – not offered 

• Co-op work experience – not offered 

 
Summary Comments: 
The Bachelor of Fine Arts program offers a concentration in photography which allows students to take 
up to five elective courses in photography.  These courses tend to have a fine arts focus rather than a 
commercial focus.  There are no courses offered in business & entrepreneurial studies, and there is no 
opportunity to get industry experience through a co-op work experience.  
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5.  Institution: York University 
Program Name & Credential: Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) 
 
Program Description:  
York University's Department of Visual Arts offers a comprehensive, balanced program of creative 
work and academic studies, combining scholarly work with practical training in a broad range of 
artistic media. 
 
Throughout the program, courses in art history, theory and criticism are offered alongside intensive 
studio courses in drawing, print media, photography, time-based media, painting and sculpture. In the 
studio and classroom, both traditional and contemporary concerns and processes are addressed, 
including new digital applications in the visual arts and issues such as contemporary critical theory 
applied to art-making and interpretation. Guest lectures and workshops by visiting artists, historians, 
curators and critics round out the program. 
 
Analysis of Similarities and Differences: 
 
• Technical skills, Conceptual, Visual Communication, Theory & History of Photography – 

Significantly fewer courses offered in this program in these areas as compared to the proposed 
program at Sheridan. In total York’s program has the equivalent of 27 Sheridan credits in elective 
studio courses. Sheridan’s proposed degree has a total of 105 credits in required studio courses  

• Business & Entrepreneurial – not offered 

• Co-op work experience – not offered 

 
Summary Comments: 
The program at York University offers a BFA, with a major in Studio Art. Within this program, the 
photography courses are all electives. Students can take up to an equivalent of 27 Sheridan credits in 
practicum photographic elective courses. The elective courses have a fine arts focus rather than a 
commercial focus.  There are no courses offered in business & entrepreneurial studies, and there is no 
opportunity to get industry experience through a co-op work experience.  
 

 




